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THE  CHOICE  BEFORE  STUDENTS
It has been often said that the money spent on national
education in general and the Gujarat Vidyapith in particular
has been so much waste. In my opinion the Gujarat Vidyapith
by its supreme sacrifice has more than justified its existence,
the hopes entertained by its authors and the grants made to it
by donors. For the Vidyapith has suspended its literary acti-
vities save for boys under 16 who are already under training
there. The teachers and students of over 15 years of age have
offered their services as volunteers and nearly forty students
with the teachers are already in the field. A class for giving
fifteen days' emergency training in connection with Satyagraha
has been opened for the sake of those who may need such
training. I congratulate the students and the teachers on the
promptitude with which they have acted. I may state that
twenty of these are with me on the march. They are divided
into two parties, both preceding the 80 pilgrims to make prepa-
rations in advance and assisting the villagers. They are under
orders not to offer civil resistance till the 80 are arrested and
immediately to replace them as soon as they are arrested.
I I am sure that every national educational institution will
copy the noble example of the Gujarat Vidyapith which was the
first to come into being in response to the call of non-co-opera-
tion in 1920. And I hope that the Government and aided institu-
tions will also copy the example. Every revolution of modern
times has found students in the forefront. This, because it is
peaceful, ought not to offer less attraction to the students.
The motto of the Gujarat Vidyapith is at fosiT m fafEW I
It means: That is knowledge which is designed for salvation.
On the principle that the greater includes the less, national in-
dependence or material freedom is included in the spiritual.
The knowledge gained in educational institutions must there-
fore at least teach the way and lead to such, freedom.
The most superficial observer will not fail to notice that
the daily routine of the Satyagraha pilgrims constitutes by itself
a perfect education. It is not a company of violent rebels who
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